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Sense of Self (Helms, 1998)
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Types of Identities (Gee, 2000)
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“being recognized as a certain ’kind of person’ in a given context”
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Figured Worlds 
(Holland, Lachicotte, Skinner, and Cain, 1998)
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“the way a person understands and views himself and is often viewed by others, at 
least in certain situations”

• Individual enters at the same time 
they are being developed through 
the actions of participants

• Socially constructed
• Organized and reproduced 

through participants’ actions
• Participation and action result in 

development of identities defined 
by organizations and actions

“levels of identity”



+
Narratives as Identities (Sfard and Prusak, 2005)
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Narrative is not an expression of the identity, but is in fact the identity itself.
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Modes of Belonging (Wenger, 1998)
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“We not only produce our 
identities through the practices we 
engage in, but we also define 
ourselves through practices we do 
not engage in.”
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Embodied Identities-In-Practice 
(Tan, Calabrese Barton, Kang, and O’Neill, 2013)

http://tiny.cc/mmc_identity

Brought together 
communities of practice 
(Wenger, 1998), figured 
worlds (Holland et al., 
1998), identities-in-
practice (Lave & Wenger, 
1991), and narrated 
identities (Sfard & Prusak, 
2005)
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Doing Identity Research
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(Carlone, 2012)
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Doing Identity Research
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